The frequency with which discussions arise as to the propriety or otherwise of performing experiments upon animals for the sake of advancing our knowledge of the laws of life and of disease, and the acrimony with which this question is too often argued, make it desirable that we should lay down the position held by, as we imagine, the majority of humane and thinking medical men, and probably by the great mass of thoughtful people of all degrees who have not been drawn into the vortex of angry controversy. We hold no brief for those who perform experiments upon animals, and, indeed, our interest in the question arises chiefly from the relation which such experiments have to the prevention and cure of human disease, and feeling as we do that if medicine is to advance, and, if we are ever to obtain greater power over man's ailments than we now possess, those of us who practise medicine must search out the secrets of disease by every means at our disposal, we do not see how we can, or, for that matter, why we should, refuse the advantages offered to us in this regard by experiments made upon animals when carried out under all the guarantees imposed by law upon those who conduct such investigations in this country. Our first duty is the cure of disease, and in view of the trust which is reposed in us, and of the confidence with which patients place their lives in our care (on the understanding surely that we will do all in our power to save them), it seems to us that it would be dishonest in the extreme ?were we, in deference to any personal dislike to the method, or from any personal shrinking from such experimentation, to withhold from our patients one 
